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cian must join. Incomplete sets of old periodicals are very often useless 
lumber in a private library, whereas complete sets in the National Library 
are of great value, for to it every investigator will naturally turn when 
desiring to consult old records. It is, therefore, earnestly to be hoped that 
by printing the numbers absent from the library, Dr. Billings will be en¬ 
abled to attain his end and secure at least one set of every medical period¬ 
ical in the National collection, for which he has done so much, and which 
is a matter of proper pride to every cultivated member of our profession. 
Not only is this work a catalogue, but it aims at being as well an index. 
This has of course enormously increased the labour of the work, while it 
has added much to its value. 

The appearance and general get-up of the volume is all that can be 
desired, and testifies to the efficiency with which work can be done at the 
Government Printing Office. 

Enough has been now said to call attention to the value of this work, 
and it but remains to congratulate the Surgeon-General’s Office upon this 
good beginning of its magnum opus. At the same time we would express 
the hearty wish that Dr. Billings may obtain the encouragement and sup¬ 
port he deserves in the prosecution of his labours, and that by the intelli¬ 
gent liberality of Congress he may be enabled to bring them to a successful 
end. S. A. 


Aht. XXVI.— On Slight Ailments; their Nature and. Treatment. By 

Lionel S. Beale, M.B., F.R.S., Professor of the Principles and 

Practice of Medicine in King’s College, London, etc. 12mo. pp. 353. 

Philadelphia: Presley Blakiston, 1880. 

We venture to say that among the numerous medical publications issued 
during 1880, there has been none whieh will prove more useful to the 
young general practitioner, for whom it is really intended, than this little 
volume of Dr. Beale’s; while the time of the older physician might be 
much more unprofitably spent than in its perusal. Dr. Beale takes up all 
of the numerous minor ills to which we owe many discomforts, and for 
neglect of which physicians are daily reproached, explains them in a 
rational and scientific manner, and suggests appropriate treatment for 
them. Among them are peculiarities of the tongue in slight ailments; 
offensive breath; nausea; indigestion, its nature and treatment; consti¬ 
pation and its treatment; diarrhoea ; vertigo ; biliousness and sick head¬ 
ache ; neuralgia and rheumatism; the feverish and inflammatory state; 
the actual changes in fever and inflammation, and common forms of slight 
inflammation, including sore throat, conjunctivitis, etc. The remedies 
suggested for these derangements are not new remedies, but they are in 
the main the correct ones; the methods of their employment suggested 
are those sustained by large experience, and will be approved of by 
those having had such experience. They are simple and the better for 
that. 

Dr. Beale has always been an aggressive enemy to empiricism or any¬ 
thing favouring it, and, while anything but a rationalist in religion, is a 
rationalist in prescribing, and he can generally give a good reason for 
what he is ordering. In consequence, his prescriptions are of a simple 
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character, while he has, however, an abundant store of them to draw upon 
as required. 

As stated, his present volume is intended to be elementary. Hence 
the propriety of some features which ought to be unnecessary to the phy¬ 
sician of to-day, as introducing the etymology of such familiar words as 
anaemia, from a, privative, al/ta, blood ; rheumatism, rheuma, £lo, to flow ; 
oedematous, dtfiij/ta hSs'u, to swell. We are sorry to have to admit, how¬ 
ever, that there are still many American medical students to whom the 
information thus conveyed will be found new. 

The book is issued in neat form by Mr. Blakiston. J. T. 


Art. XXYII_ L’aire de la Selle Turciqne. Par Dr. Joseph Sapo- 

lini, Medecin honoraire du Roi V. E.; Medecin consultant de la Maison 

Royale, Commandeur de la Couronne d’ltalia, etc. etc. Bruxelles, 1880, 

pp. 66. 

This very remarkable pamphlet, from the pen of the distinguished 
Italian anatomist and scientist, Dr. Sapolini, was presented to the Royal 
Society of the Medical and Natural Sciences of Brussels in 1879, and is 
indorsed by publication in the journal of the Society. It is devoted to 
the study of the area of the sella Turcica, and embraces five chapters. 
The first of these furnishes a detailed description of the sella Turcica, and 
treats at great length of the sphenoid bone, its development, its embryolo- 
gical relations, and its peculiarities at various ages and in different individ¬ 
uals. In chapter second the author describes the membranes which cover 
the bones and which envelop the pituitary body. The folds of the mem¬ 
brane protecting this body are spoken of as ligaments, denominated respec¬ 
tively, clino-clinoidien, external, internal or carotid, and posterior. 

In chapter third the nerves which traverse this region are considered 
in a most exact and complete manner. Many new facts in their relations 
are pointed out with certain novel physiological deductions. The study 
of the vascular supply both arterial and venous of the pituitary body, forms 
the subject of the third and fourth chapters, and the anastomoses between 
these vessels and those of the cerebellum are explained and illustrated by 
cuts. These, as well as those of the remaining portions of the monograph, 
twenty-eight in number, are excellent in character and very distinct. The 
circulatory system of the cerebellum is described as a “ vascular labyrinth,” 
with neither beginning nor end, and the physiological effects of such an 
arrangement in varying positions of the head, in sleep, in inspiration and 
expiration, and during violent exercise are clearly portrayed. The influ¬ 
ence of the great sinuses in unloading the cerebral and cerebellar circula¬ 
tion, and the special mechanism by which this is accomplished, are care¬ 
fully dwelt upon. 

The description of the pituitary body occupies the fifth chapter of this 
work. A large number of dissections and examinations, made with the 
most minute care, are recorded, and the best methods of injecting the 
cavity of the pituitary body and its pedicle are given. The existence of a 
constriction surrounding the canal of the latter, a sort of valve or sphinc¬ 
ter, is also, in the opinion of the author, demonstrated and established. 
The functions of this sphincter, whatever they may be, he believes are 
regulated by a branch of the sixth pair of nerves. 



